various groups with a corresponding reduction in tEe
Dumber 'of nominated seats. You have thus a total strength*
of 57 in your Council with 38 elected seats and 19 nominated
.members. There is nothing very extraordinary in such a
reservation for if only your women would care for it tliey'
could beat the men in the general elections themselves
without invoking the aid of a reservation. What is of real
interest to us coming from British Indian Provinces is that
the Muslim representation is likewise limited to a reserva-
tion of seats and not based upon separate electorates. You
know in India the separation of the electorate of the,
"Muslims first came into existence during the time of Lord
Minto and we put our seal upon it at the Lucknow Congress
in 1916 by signing a concordat between Hindus and Mus-
lims, agreeing to separate our electorates, which was bodily-
accepted by Mr. Montague and incorporated in the Reforms
Act of 1919 and which has acquired a fresh lease of life
under the Government of India Act of 1935. It is a great
good fortune that you in Cochin should have survived the
tradition of British India and thrown away the separate
electorates because your Muslim brothers wanted to par-
ticipate in the general electorate. It is but right therefore
that in view of the desire of the Muslim community to
remain in the general constituencies Government' should-
have been pleased to order that the special communal
constituencies for the Muslims should be abolished and
that the two seats reserved for the Muslim community be
assigned to suitable general constituencies. This would
give them the advantage of being able to contest other
.general seats and I trust that the good example that you
have set in this remote corner of India will be copied ere
long by the rest of the country so as to build up Indian-
Nationalism on a true and enduring basis.
You have effected many useful reforms in your ad-*
ministration the latest of which is that you have decided
to print your stamps in India so saving Bs. 52,000 a year!
in printing and paper charges. You have included the flag
.staff of Tippu Sultan as well as his palace at

